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Sir: 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. S 1.97(b) 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1 .56 and 1 .97(b), applicant brings to the attention of the 
Examiner the documents listed on the attached PTO 1449. This Information Disclosure 
Statement is being filed within three months of the filing date of the above-referenced 
application. 

Copies of the listed documents, including any copending patent applications, are 
attached. 

Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner consider the listed documents 
and indicate that they were considered by making appropriate notations on the attached 
form. 

This submission does not represent that a search has been made or that no 
better art exists and does not constitute an admission that each or all of the listed 
documents are material or constitute "prior art." If the Examiner applies any of the 
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documents as prior art against any claim in the application and applicant determines 
that the cited documents do not constitute "prior art" under United States law, applicant 
reserves the right to present to the office the relevant facts and law regarding the 
appropriate status of such documents. 

Applicant further reserves the right to take appropriate action to establish the 
patentability of the disclosed invention over the listed documents, should one or more of 
the documents be applied against the claims of the present application. 

If there is any fee due in connection with the filing of this Statement, please 
charge the fee to Caterpillar Deposit Account No. 03-1 129. 
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MUy. U0CK61 NO. 


8350.0544-00 


Serial No. 






Applicant 


Roger Dwight WATKINS 









Filing Date 


January 30, 2002 


Group: 




DO 





U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initial* 




Document 
Number 


Issue Date 


Name 


Class 


Sub 
Class 


Filing Date 
If Appropriate 






6,115,831 


09-05-2000 


Hanf et al. 












6,046,511 


04-04-2000 


Kincaid 












6,032,209 


02-29-2000 


Mros et al. 












5,977,796 


11-02-1999 


Gabara 
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5,963,053 


10-05-1999 


Manohar et al. 












5,787,120 


07-28-1998 


Louagie et al. 












5,781,028 


07-14-1998 
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06-09-1998 


Mimuth et al. 
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12-09-1997 


Hofsaess 












5,600,782 


02-04-1997 


Thomson 












5,585,743 


12-17-1996 


Kenji et al. 
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11-12-1996 


Thomson 












5,572,658 


11-05-1996 


Mohr et al. 












5,570,042 


a n oa h one 
10-29-1996 


Ma 












5,448,180 


09-05-1995 


Kienzler et al. 












5,357,518 


10-18-1994 


Peter 












5,325,355 


06-28-1994 


Oprescu et al. 












5,268,597 


12-07-1993 


Fong 












5,095,231 


03-10-1992 


Sartori et al. 












5,089,723 


02-18-1992 


Davis et al. 












5,050,187 


09-17-1991 


Ichie 












5,031,176 


07-09-1991 


Magne et al. 









Examiner 


Date Considered 


*Examiner: 


Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; draw line 
through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next 
communication to applicant. 
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Serial No. 
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Filing Date January 30, 2002 


Group: 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initial* 




Document 
Number 


Issue Date 


Name 


Class 
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Class 


Filing Date 
If Appropriate 






4,797,582 


01-10-1989 


Nguyen et al. 












4,792,950 


12-20-1988 


Volket al. 












4,782,300 


11-01-1988 


Bonaccio et al. 












4,775,864 


10-04-1988 


Herman 












4,764,759 


08- 16-1988 


Braun et al. 












4,633,473 


12-30-1986 
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10-28-1986 


Lvovsky et al. 
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04-15-1986 


Monk 
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01-28-1986 


Stuhlmiller 
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Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; draw line 
through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next 
communication to applicant. 
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